
   
 

 1  
 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE EIGHTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 

ROBERT WILLIAM BURNS III, 

 

     Petitioner, 
 vs.        Case No. 05-2024-CA-039369  
             
TIM BOBANIC, in his official  
capacity as Supervisor of  
Elections for Brevard County; 
         

     Respondent; 
 
Randy Fine 
    Interested Party, 
 
Wayne Twiddy 
    Interested Party. 

___________________________________/ 
 

EMERGENCY MOTION TO COMPEL PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS, 

CONDUCT AN IMMEDIATE AUDIT, AND CEASE ELECTION ACTIVITIES 

Petitioner ROBERT WILLIWM BURNS III respectfully moves this Court for an order 

compelling the Respondent, Tim Bobanic, in his official capacity as Supervisor of Elections for 

Brevard County, to produce the original qualifying documents for all candidates that submitted 

qualifying documents to his office, conduct an immediate third-party audit of all candidates 

appearing on the ballot or elected without opposition, and cease all election activities until the 

audit is completed. In support of this motion, Petitioner states: 

BACKGROUND 
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1. Petitioner has learned the original qualifying documents subject to the interested parties in 

this case, and candidate Joan Taddie have been “lost” by the respondent TIM BOBANIC’s 

office, and they are unable to produce them. 

2. Upon learning this information, Petitioner emailed the Respondent’s office on July 30, 

2024 stating “I’ve been informed that the records in question, the original documents, are 

no longer able to be located. Is this a true statement? No response was received, nor an 

acknowledgement of the email. (Exhibit A) 

3. After receiving no response, Petitioner called the Respondent’s office on July 31, 2024 

requesting to come in and physically inspect a single qualifying document as he is lawfully 

entitled to by Section 119.07(1)(a), Florida Statutes: "Every person who has custody of a 

public record shall permit the record to be inspected and examined by any person desiring 

to do so, at any reasonable time, under reasonable conditions, and under supervision by the 

custodian of the public records." (emphasis added) 

4. Upon submitting his request via phone call to the Respondent’s office, after the person who 

answered the phone “checked with their manager,” she informed that Respondent was not 

allowed to do so. 

5. On July 31, 2024, another citizen submitted a written public records request via email 

seeking to come into the Respondent’s office and physically inspect the qualifying 

documents of individuals appearing on the primary ballot in order to prepare for the next 

Brevard Republican Executive Committee (BREC) meeting. (COMPOSITE EXHIBIT 

B) 

6. On August 1, 2024, that citizen received a response that stated in pertinent part, “we do not 

have staff available to accommodate your request. However, our office is happy to provide 
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electronic copies to you after staff has had time to review and redact confidential 

information.” 

7. Again, the Respondent’s office inhibited the statutory right of citizens to inspect the public 

records, provided no alternative time to do so, and offered to fulfill the request in a manner 

not requested. This response illuminates the possibility and likelihood of even more 

original candidate qualifying documents that the Respondent’s office cannot account for 

or produce. 

8. On August 1, 2024, Florida Today published an article on this case and quoted Respondent 

stating that the staffer, Kathleen Miller which was identified in the Petitioner’s petition as 

the Candidate Coordinator, was fired as a result of the allegations raised by the Petitioner. 

Respondent specifically stated, "We conducted a thorough audit of the party committee 

candidate oaths, and that led to that employee that was in charge of that process being let 

go," Bobanic said.”1 

9. However, he did not disclose any corrective actions to rectify the deficiencies in his office 

that he substantiates through the termination of the employee and her duties as identified 

by the Petitioner’s petition. 

10. Further, the Respondent stated to Florida Today that his office disqualified a total of 4 

candidates, 3 of which he says were Republicans, though he did not identify those 

candidates by name. Petitioner requested the names and/or documents of those individuals 

via phone and via email of the Respondent and has not received a response. 

11. A cursory review of results from a records request Petitioner received that requested all 

qualifying documents submitted for Republican State Committeeman/Woman and Precinct 

 
1 h#ps://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/poli7cs/elec7ons/2024/08/01/brevard-elec7ons-chief-sued-over-
claims-candidate-paperwork-mishandled-bobanic-burns-randy-fine/74604383007/ 
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Committeeman/Woman revealed no less that 13 qualifying documents with facial 

deficiencies identical or similar to those outlined in the petition of this case, i.e. missing 

dates, or other required information on the documents which were left completely blank in 

those areas. One candidate form appears to have been completed by the terminated staff 

member herself. (COMPOSITE EXHIBIT C) 

12. Petitioner has been made aware of at least one candidate for Republican Precinct 

Committeewoman that was disqualified for a deficient Candidate Oath document. That 

candidate was identified by Brevard Republican Executive Committee Chair Rick Lacey 

as Georgette Hoppenbrower. Her qualifying documents were not included in the response 

to the records requests for all of those candidates previously mentioned. 

13. It appears that the Respondent is either intentionally not producing the documents of 

candidates that were disqualified so that a comparison can be made to those who were 

qualified with the same deficient documents, or that the Respondent no longer has the 

documents in his possession. 

14. The total number of facially insufficient documents for the same Democratic Party offices, 

and for other races within the qualifying jurisdiction of the Respondent have yet to be 

determined, but likely similar in result. 

15. Based upon the Respondent’s own admissions and review of available public records, there 

are likely at least 20 candidates either on the ballot or otherwise elected without opposition 

that should have never qualified due to facially insufficient qualifying documents. 

16. The integrity of the entire Primary Ballot for 2024 has been compromised, and all 

election activities must cease in order to restore the integrity of the ballot and protect 

voter’s and candidate’s rights due to the admitted failure of the Respondent’s office. 
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17. According to current election records, over 7,000 votes have already been cast by the 

registered voters of Brevard County. 

IMPORTANCE OF ORGINAL DOCUMENTS 

18. The original qualifying documents of candidates are indispensable for ensuring the 

integrity and fairness of the electoral process. These documents are the primary evidence 

required to verify that each candidate met all statutory requirements at the time of 

qualification. The recent developments, including the termination of the responsible 

employee and the reported loss of these documents, underscore the urgent need for judicial 

intervention to secure and review these critical records 

19. The loss of these documents raises serious concerns about transparency and accountability 

within the Supervisor of Elections office. Access to the original documents is essential to 

conduct an independent review and verify that all candidates were treated equally and fairly 

during the qualification process. This transparency is fundamental to maintaining public 

trust in the electoral system. 

20. Furthermore, the integrity of the electoral process relies on the proper vetting and retention 

of all candidates' documents. The disappearance of these records not only compromises the 

fairness of the election but also suggests potential administrative failures or malfeasance. 

The original documents help prevent fraudulent activities and administrative errors by 

providing a clear, unaltered record of the information submitted by the candidates. 

21. In cases where the authenticity of an original signature on a notarized document is in 

question (candidate Randy Fine), a physical examination of the original is crucial. 

Handwriting experts and forensic analysts need to analyze ink, paper, pressure marks, and 
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notary seals that are not discernible from copies. The absence of original documents 

severely inhibits proper inspection and investigation, undermining the entire validation 

process and the integrity of the candidate qualification. 

22. Finally, for the court to make an informed decision, it needs access to the original 

qualifying documents. This allows for an independent verification of the facts, ensuring 

that the court's rulings are based on accurate and complete information. The production of 

these documents is critical to the judicial review process and to uphold the principles of 

justice and electoral integrity. 

NECESSITY FOR COURT REVIEW 

23. Immediate production of these documents to the Court is necessary to ensure a fair and 

transparent review process and to prevent any further loss or tampering of crucial election 

records. 

THIRD PARTY AUDIT 

24. An independent third-party audit of all candidates appearing on the ballot who were 

qualified by the Supervisor’s office is essential to ensure the integrity of the election 

process. 

CEASE ELECTION ACTIVITES 

25. To prevent further potential compromise of the election process, all election activities 

should be halted until the audit is completed and compliance with all statutory requirements 

is confirmed. 
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JUDICIAL LEGAL AUTHORITY 

26. The Court has the authority to compel the production of documents, order audits, and halt 

election activities to ensure compliance with election laws and uphold the integrity of the 

election process. 

RELIEF SOUGHT 

Order the Respondent to produce the original qualifying documents for all county-level candidates 
to the Court immediately. 

Initiate an Independent Third-Party Audit: Conduct an immediate third-party audit of all 
candidates appearing on the ballot who were qualified by the Supervisor’s office. 

Cease Election Activities: Order the cessation of all election activities until the audit is completed 
and compliance with all statutory requirements is confirmed. 

Grant any other relief the Court deems appropriate. 

 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner ROBERT WILLIAM BURNS III respectfully requests this court to 

order the Respondent TIM BOBANIC to produce all original qualifying documents, order an 

independent third-party audit of all qualifying documents submitted to Respondent’s office, order 

a cease of election activities, and grant any other relief the Court deems appropriate. 

Respectfully submitted this 2nd day of August, 2024 
 

By:  
ROBERT WILLIAM BURNS III, Pro Se 

 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that true copies were served electronically via the e-Filing Portal to 
the following this Frida, August 2, 2024: 
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Tim Bobanic 
tbobanic@votebrevard.gov 
Randy Fine 
randy@voterandyfine.com 
Charles Wayne Twiddy 
twiddyforcommi>eeman@gmail.com 
 

       :

 
ROBERT WILLIAM BURNS III, Pro Se 

 



EXHIBIT A 

  



 
COMPOSTIE EXHIBIT B 

 



 
  



COMPOSITE EXHIBIT C 

 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 
  



 

Different ink 
and 
handwri.ng 
than the 
candidate 


